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SUBJECT: USSR: CONDITION OF WINTER GRAINS 

1 . FOLLOWING RECAP OF AG ATTACHE OFFICIE ASSESSMENT OF 
USSR WINTER GRAINS SITUATION PROBABLY CONTAINS LITTLE NEW 
INFORMATION FOR WASHINGTON ANALYSTS, BUT WE CONSIDER THAT 
OUR VIEWS SHOULD BE KNOWN. FURTHER WE WOULD LIKE YOUR 
COMMENTS ON CONDITION OF WINTER GRAINS, IF THEY DIFFER 
FROM OURS. 

2. SUMMARY: WE VIEW MID-JANUARY CONDITION OF SOVIET WINTER 
GRAINS AS GOOD TO VERY GOOD. SOWING TOOK PLACE EARLIER AND 
UNDER MORE FAVORABLE CONDITIONS THAN IN 1975, ALTHOUGH AN 
OCTOBER COLD SNAP PROBABLY HELD SEEDINGS BELOW THE 41- 
MILLION-HECTARE TARGET. FALL MOISTURE WAS ABOVE NORMAL IN 
AREAS WHICH ACCOUNT FOR THREE-QUARTERS OF WINTER WHEAT PRO- 
DUCTION. BELOW-MORMAL TEMPERATURES FOLLOWED AN UNUSUALLY 
WARM NOVEMBER, BUT GENERALLY GOOD SNOW COVER APPEARS 

SO FAR TO HAVE HELD WINTER-KILL TO A MINIMUM. 
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2. FALL SEEDING PROCEEDED AT A FASTER PACE AND UNDER 
MORE FAVORABLE CONDITIONS IN 1796 THAN A YEAR EARLIER. 

AT THE END OF SEPTEMBER, MORE THAN 33.5 MILLION HECTARES 
HAD BEEN SOWN, COMPARED WITH LESS THAN 30 MILLION IN 
1975. BY OCTOBER 1 1 37.4 MILLION HECTARES WERE REPORTED 
SOWN - 91 PERCENT OF THE ENHANCED PLAN. HOWEVER, A 
FEW DAYS LATER, UNSEASONABLY COLD WEATHER AND LIGHT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


SNOWFALL STRUCK THE UKRAINE. NO FURTHER SOWING 
REPORTS HAVE APPEARED IN THE CENTRAL PRESS, BUT IT IS 
UNLIKELY THAT THE PLAN WAS FULFILLED. EVEN SO. 1976 
FALL SOWINGS INDICATE AN INCREASE OF AT LEAST EIGHT PER- 
CENT OVER 9175. 

3. EXCEPT FOR THE MID-OCTOBER FREEZE. WEATHER CONDI- 
TIONS DURING SOWING AND PLANTING EMERGENCE WERE MORE FAVORA- 
BLE THAN IN 1975. FALL PRECIPITATION WAS ABOVE-NORMAL 

IN OBLASTS WHICH NORMALLY ACCOUNT FOR NEARLY THREE-FOURTHS 
OF WINTER WHEAT PRODUCTION (ONLY ONE-FIFTH OF THIS AREA 
HAD AVOVE NORMAL MOISTURE A YEAR AGO. AGATTACHE OFFICE 
TRAVEL SCHEDULE THROUGH WESTERN RSFSR UKRAIN AND MOLDAVIA CON- 
FIRMED GENERALLY VERY GOOD TO EXCELLENT EMERGENCE AND 
EARLY GROWTH, EXCEPT STRETCH OF ABOUT 100 KM NORTH OF 
PYATIGORSK. UNUSUALLY WARM NOBEMBER WEATHER PRE- 
MITTED THE RESUMPTION OF PLANT GROWTH IN MOST AREAS 
FROM LATE OCTOVER THROUGH EARLY DECEMBER. 

4. FROM DECEMBER 10, TEMPERATURES DROPPED TO MORE 
SEASONAL LEVELS, ACCOMPANIED IN MOST AREAS BY SNOW- 
FALL. THE YEAR’S END AND EARLY JANUARY SAW BELOW- 
NORMAL READINGS, BUT A SNOW COVER (5-20 CMS) RE- 
PORTEDLY PROTECTED WINTER GRAINS IN NEARLY ALL AREAS. 

(AN EXCEPTION MAY HAVE BEEN THE SE CENTRAL ZHERNOZEM 
ZONE WHERE, IN A FEW AREAS, SNOW COVER WAS LESS THAN 
FIVE CMS., AND TEMPERATURE AT THE TILLERING NODE FELL 
TO MINUS 17 DEGREES C.) 
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5. WHILE WINTER GRAINS NOW APPEAR IN GOOD CONDITION, 

REAL TESTS LIE AHEAD IN THE THAW-FREEZE-THAW PATTERNS 
OF EARLY SPRING WHEN PLANT COLD-RESISTANCE IS AT ITS 
LOWEST. MOREOVER, THERE IS THE POSSIBILITY THAT IN 
THOSE AREAS WHERE FALL WEATHER WAS PARTICULARLY MOIST 
(W. UKRAINE, N.E. CAUCASUS) PLANTS MAY NOT HAVE 
"HARDENED" ADEQUATELY TO PROTECT THEMSELVES AT TEM- 
PERATURES A FEW DEGREES ABOVE THE NORMALLY CRITICAL 
MINUS 16-18 DEGREE C. LEVEL (AT THE TILLERING NODE). 

IN AREAS WHERE FALL TILLERING HAS BEEN EXTRAORDINARI- 
LY PROFUSE, GOOD SPRING MOISTURE WILL BE REQUIRED 
TO KEEP AN ASSET FROM BECOMING A LIABILITY (AS 
OCCURRED IN 1974-75 PERIOD.) 

TOON 
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